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Eric Baudelaire
«Death Passed My Way and Stuck This Flower in My Mouth»

11 September — 28 November 2021

Opening Day: Friday, 10 September 2021, 6—9 p.m.
Press visit on request

The filmmaker and artist Eric Baudelaire (*1973 in Salt Lake City/US, lives
and works in Paris/FR) presents a broad range of works made in the past
year at Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen. Pressing issues of the present form the
thematic material for the productions by the artist who was awarded the
«(Prix Marcel Duchamp:» in 2019. Baudelaire’s research-based practice is
informed by his interest in an artistic language probing a reality molded
by systems of representation that structure contemporary societies and our
individual experience. For the exhibition, Baudelaire creates a spatial
video installation and other works in which the flower - real and
metaphorical - serves as a starting point for exploring the human condition
in this moment of global crisis.

The centrepiece of the multi-channel film in the first part of the
exhibition is set in Europe’s largest refrigerated building where 46
million flowers, flown in from farms in Africa and South-America, are sold
at auction every morning. Work in the hangar is filmed in a hypnotic form
of visual anthropology that is at once seductive, because flowers can be
beautiful, and terrifying, because the scale of this globalized trade is
ecologically troublesome. The documentary sequences are framed by the
presence of a fictional observer who roams the streets at night, inspired
by a character in a short play by Luigi Pirandello, L 'Uomo dal Fiore in
Bocca (1922) (engl.: The Man with a Flower in His Mouth). The flower, which
also gives the show its title, refers to an epithelioma: a tumour that was
an incurable disease at the time Pirandello wrote the play. The protagonist,
feeling death upon him, projects himself through conversations with
strangers into the minute details of a world he observes intensely as a way
of escaping his pending fate. Pirandello’s play serves Baudelaire as a
backdrop and point of departure to create a narrative structure in which
our relationship to the world and its finitude is explored.

Fleeting moments and cyclical processes form a grid in the exhibition. The
ephemeral lifespan of the flowers contrasts with the seemingly endless
mechanical cycle of the market, a sign of vulnerability inherent in nature
and society. Statistical data collected during the pandemic, which
Baudelaire translates into sculptural wax reliefs, extend his formal
explorations, creating a loose poetry of flowers, pending catastrophes,
disease and economic processes while raising the question of their
representation. By projecting images that shape our perception of reality
onto various planes, Baudelaire allows us to make our own network of
connections, not as the illusion of a whole, but as fragmented, painful and
lyrical layers.



Eric Baudelaire (*1973, Salt Lake City/US) lives and works in Paris/FR.
Solo exhibitions (selection): Spike Island, Bristol/UK (2022); Matadero,
Madrid/ES (2020); Centre Régional d’Art Contemporain Occitanie, Séte/FR
(2019); Barbara Wien, Berlin/DE (2019); Neuer Berliner Kunstverein,
Berlin/DE (2018); Centre Pompidou, Paris/FR (2017); Witte de With,
Rotterdam/NL (2017); Tabakalera, San Sebastian/ES (2017); Ludwig Forum,
Aachen/DE (2015); Fridericianum, Kassel/DE (2014). Group exhibitions
(selection): Museum of Contemporary Art, Thessaloniki/GR (2021); 34th
Bienal de Sao Paulo, Sao Paulo/BR (2021); Macro Museum, Rome/IT (2021);
Coalmine, Winterthur/CH (2020); Centre Pompidou, Paris/FR (2019); DEPO,
Istanbul/TR (2019); Kunstmuseum Bonn, Bonn/DE (2019); MAXXI, Rome/IT
(2018); Beirut Art Centre, Beirut/LB (2017); Whitney Biennial, New York/US
(2017); Portikus, Frankfurt am Main/DE (2017); Museo Reina Sofia, Madrid/ES
(2016); Raven Row, London/UK (2015); MACBA, Barcelona/ES (2013).

Events and Educational Programme:

Opening Day
Friday, 10 September 2021, 6—9 p.m.

Guided Tour on Tuesday
Tuesday, 14 September 2021, 6 p.m.
(afterwards Introduction for Teachers)

Guided Tour on Sunday
Sunday, 28 November 2021, 3 p.m.

Workshops for School Classes
From 15 September 2021 on we offer workshops in the exhibition.
See www.k9000.ch (Art Education/Workshops for School Classes)

High-resolution images can be found in the press kit on our website under
Information/Press. For further questions please contact Giovanni Carmine
(carmine@k9000.ch) or Céline Matter (matter@k9000.ch).

The exhibition by Eric Baudelaire is supported by Jubildumsstiftung der Mobiliar Genossenschaft.
Special thanks to: Lafayette Anticipations — Fondation d'entreprise Galeries Lafayette.

The Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen is supported by Stadt St.Gallen, Kulturforderung Kanton St.Gallen,
Swisslos, Susanne und Martin Knechtli-Kradolfer-Stiftung, E. Fritz und Yvonne Hoffmann-
Stiftung, Ernst und Olga Gubler-Habliitzel Stiftung, Dr. Georg und Josi Guggenheim-Stiftung,
Martel AG and Kulturfodrderung Appenzell Ausserrhoden. The educational programme is made possible
by Raiffeisen.

Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen Opening times:
Davidstrasse 40 Tues to Fri 12 — 6 p.m.
CH-9000 St.Gallen Sat & Sun 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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