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schön?! 
Ästhetische Betrachtung der Sammlung 

What is beautiful? An idyllic landscape, a perfect body, a child’s rosy-cheeked face or an 
abstract colour tone? Is good art beautiful? Does an objective beauty exist at all? Or is it just a 
matter of taste? 

Sometimes people request in our visitors’ book to show “more beautiful art”. The collection 
exhibition schön?! outlines a small history of aesthetics with reference to different epochs and 
styles. What is beautiful for one person, can be repellent for another. What people regard as 
beautiful often depends on their social, cultural and societal background. Not only is the notion 
of beauty constantly changing, so too is the relationship between beauty and art. For a long 
time, art was supposed to teach and adorn through its beauty. With modernism, however, the 
close relationship between beauty and art is no longer so self-evident. On the contrary, beau-
tiful art is suspected of just being appealing rather than profound. 

The exhibition does not depict a historical development. Instead, it focuses on different ideas 
and invites viewers to join in the debate. Each room has been given a heading, such as “idyllic”, 
“attractive”, “colourful”, “simple”, “eerily beautiful” and “systematic”, and brings together 
different artistic positions with reference to that particular aspect of beauty. This year the 
exhibition again presents cases of provenance research that have not yet been fully clarified 
and, by means of selected works, shows how the respective art works made their way into the 
collection of the Kunstmuseum Luzern. The Lucerne artist Hubert Hofmann took on the task of 
creating a colour concept specially tailored for the exhibition, which promises surprises for the 
viewers. 

The “Unlearning Beauty” project is part of our exhibition and, together with viewers, explores 
how our understanding of beauty is influenced by the media, art and fashion. Which under-
standing of beauty is conveyed in the different works of art? Is that ideal still valid today? The 
concept of “unlearning” is used to critically question and rethink existing structures. In the 
room with the heading “schön?!” you are invited to discuss and actively unlearn the meaning of 
beauty. 

curated by Alexandra Blättler 
 
With Cuno Amiet, Albert Anker, August Babberger, Gustave François Barraud, Louis Béroud, Jakob 
Bill, Max Bill, Arnold Böcklin, James Lee Byars, Alexandre Calame, Antonio Calderara, Raoul Dufy, 
Hans Emmenegger, Johann Heinrich Füssli, Augusto Giacometti, Giovanni Giacometti, Anton Graff, 
Leopold Häfliger, Ferdinand Hodler, Shara Hughes, Irma Ineichen, Johannes Itten, Verena 
Loewensberg, Claude Loewer, Richard Paul Lohse, Jenny Losinger-Ferri, Olivier Mosset, Ugo 
Rondinone, Nelly Rudin, Hans Schärer, Albrecht Schnider, Sonja Sekula, Chaïm Soutine, Hans 
Stalder, Johann Gottfried Steffan, Christine Streuli, Félix Vallotton, Ludwig Vogel, Hannes Vogel, 
Shizuko Yoshikawa, Gilberto Zorio, Robert Zünd, and others; colour concept Hubert Hofmann  
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DATES 
Media Preview 
Friday, 07.03., 10.15 am 
 
Opening 
Friday, 07.03., from 6 pm 
Greeting and introduction 
Andi Scheitlin, President Kunstgesellschaft Luzern 
Fanni Fetzer, Director Kunstmuseum Luzern 
Alexandra Blättler, Collection Curator 
 
Events 
All events take place in German. For more press information in English, please contact us: 
caroline.glock@kunstmuseumluzern.ch. or hannah.winters@kunstmuseumluzern.ch 

 
 
Introduction for Teachers 
Wednesday, 26.03., 5 pm 
 
Provenance Research Day 
Wednesday, 09.04., 6 pm 
Alexandra Blättler, collection curator, and Eleonora Bitterli, 
research assistant, talk about the current state of their 
research. 
 
Encounter with the Original 
Reflections on art works with collection curator Alexandra 
Blättler 
Wednesday, 16.04. and 25.06., 6 pm 
 
Open Studio 
Sunday, 04.05., 1–5 pm 
There are creative activities for people of all ages in the Art 
Education Room. 
 
Upcycling  
Saturday, 31.05., 2 pm  
Workshop with Rafael Kouto, fashion designer 

 
Art and Architecture 
Sunday, 08.06., 11 am  
Tour of the exhibition and the KKL Lucerne, price CHF 25.– 
 
Unlearning Beauty 
What is beautiful? Which body images influence us? Which 
bodies are on display in museums? In this workshop, we 
critically explore thought patterns, for primary and 
secondary schools, Tuesday to Friday, by appointment:  
kunstvermittlung@kunstmuseumluzern.ch 
 
Further events after the summer holidays 
 
Public Tours 
Wednesdays 6 pm and Sundays 11 am according to website  
 
Schools 
Various offers for all levels 
 

 

 

 

The multimedia-guide gives in-depth information on selected works and 

can be heard and read on your smartphone (E/G/F/I): kml.currit.net 
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