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KUNSTHALLE FRIART FRIBOURG

EXHIBITION TEXT

Under the pseudonym [ a ny m a ], the artist Michael
Egger has been creating instruments and other au-
diovisual installations at the frontier between art and
technology for 25 years. In Friart, he is opening the
doors of his prolific universe to us by rearranging
some of his projects in an extensive immersive en-
vironment. His creations are sometimes designed
as instruments to be used in live performance. Here
they have been assembled as the different parts of a
big electronic machine on the point of veering out of
control.

Feedback Follies is a world saturated by wires,
screens, potentiometers and special effects. Various
devices send out electronic signals that are transfor-
med into unstable visual forms on screen. The pre-
sence of exhibition visitors impacts on its workings
but it is impossible to tell what has an effect on what.
For Egger, a multimedia artist who works with open-
source protocols, research and exploration count as
much, if not more, as the finished product. Each com-
ponent is thus susceptible to being reworked, modi-
fied and updated, until eventually it becomes obsolete.

Michael Egger makes most of the components for

his prototypes himself, right down to the detail of the
electronic circuits. Developed in collaboration with Flo
Kaufmann and Max Egger, the Synkie is a monumental
video image synthesizer of video images that the ar-
tist has been working on for 15 years, a long-term pro-
ject evoking the excessiveness of creative folly. In a
small room at the back of the exhibition space, the ar-
tist has chosen to reveal some of the inner workings
of the instrument. Sections of transparent film used

to print electronic circuits have been placed on a light
box alongside a stop bath and a small dark room (Atz-
box, mobile engraving kit, 2018/2024). At the other end
of the work, photographic shots (Screenshots I-ViI,
2021) of the video screen stand as documents the fu-
gitive images the Synkie pulls out of the random chaos
of the signal.
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[ANY M A]MICHAEL EGGER, FEEDBACK FOLLIES

The exhibition is chock full of devices for visitors to in-
teract with, along with other illusions and artifices.
Using a process of inversion, the artist plays about
with productions from various media. In Superbeam
2000 (2017), a video projector is incorporated into a
false Super 8 film projector. This wooden copy, made
by the artist, gives the illusion of being an industrial-

ly produced object. This counter-intuitive approach
reveals a rebelliousness that takes a DIY tinker’s ap-
proach to current production methods, very much part
of a bootleg, hacker material culture. A-NSM-FSC-1.15
(2022), [ any m a ] Nonsensical Supermassive Fake
Supercomputer, a supercomputer crafted using what is
supposedly the most up-to-date tech. Entirely fake, it
becomes part of the decor, full of historical and cine-
matographic references that set our fantasies to work.

A nod to the canonisation of technology and the way it
(dis)possesses our collective imaginary,[anym a]is
also an incitement to get our hands dirty and reappro-
priate this said tech, above and beyond the predomi-
nant themes of novelty and innovation..

[anym a] Michael Egger, A-NSM-FSC-1.15, 2022. Photo: Guillaume Python. Courtesy of the artist and Kunsthalle Friart Fribourg

[anyma] Michael Egger, Synkie (projection), 2010/2024. Photo: Guillaume Python. Courtesy of the artist and Kunsthalle Friart Fribourg
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KUNSTHALLE FRIART FRIBOURG [ANY M A]MICHAEL EGGER, FEEDBACK FOLLIES

BIOGRAPHY

Michael Egger (1974, Brugg, CH) aka[any m a] has put
out a multitude of projects over the last 25 years mixing
art, technology and public participation through what
are often social experiments with a critical and ironic
perspective on the media. [a ny m a] is a major figure
in Fribourg. His studio at the Fribourg foundry is a real
Ali Baba’s cave of media technology and its assembly.

www.anyma.ch
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[anym a] Michael Egger, Synkie (module Fernsehturm), 2010/2024. Photo: Guillaume Python. Courtesy of the artist and Kunsthalle Friart Fribourg
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KUNSTHALLE FRIART FRIBOURG [ANY M A]MICHAEL EGGER, FEEDBACK FOLLIES

EDITION FRIENDS OF FRIART 2025

Every year, the Friends of Friart propose an Edition lin-
ked to an exhibition at the Kunsthalle. It is available at
an affordable price for Friends and future members of
the association.
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SCREENSHOT I-X, 2021

* Photographic print on FineArt Ultrachrome baryta
paper 15 x 35 cm

* 10 signed copies

* Price framed: 420 CHF
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[anym a] Michael Egger, Synkie (module Fernsehturm), 2010/2024. Photo: Guillaume Python. Courtesy of the artist and Kunsthalle Friart Fribourg
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[ANY M A]MICHAEL EGGER, FEEDBACK FOLLIES

EVENEMENTS
VERANSTALTUNGEN
EVENTS

18.JAN, 14-18:00
THE SECRETSOF[ANY MA]

GUIDED WALK OF THE EXHIBITION OF [ANY M A ] MICHAEL EGGER, FEED-

BACK FOLLIES WITH THE ARTIST.

5.FEV, 14-16:00

KIDS AFTERNOON

CREATIVE WORKSHOP FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY ON THE OCCASION OF
THE EXHIBITION FROM LAURENCE KUBSKI, SAUVAGES

1.MAR, 17:00
GUIDED TOUR OF THE EXHIBITION OF LAURENCE KUBSKI, SAUVAGES

19:00
CONVIVIAL DINNER AND FRIBAR

21:00

PHONORESCENCE - THE SOUND OF SYNKIE

LIVE IN THE EXHIBITION WITH MICHAEL EGGER, FLO KAUFMANN, MAX
EGGER

EN PARALLELE /IN PARALLEL /IN PARALLEL
21.DEC-2.MAR.2025

LAURENCE KUBSKI, SAUVAGES

ENQUETE PHOTOGRAPHIQUE FRIBOURGEOISE
FOTOGRAFISCHE ERMITTLUNG: THEMA FREIBURG

PROGRAMME COMPLET
GESAMTES PROGRAMM
COMPLETE PROGRAM
WWW.FRIART.CH

HORAIRES
OFFNUNGSZEITEN
OPENING HOURS

LU-MA  SUR RENDEZ-VOUS
ME-VE 12-18:00
SA-DI 13-18:00

MO-DI  NACH VEREINBARUNG
MI-FR 12-18:00
SA-SO  13-18:00

MO-TUE BY APPOINTMENT
WED-FRI 12AM-6PM
SAT-SUN 1-6PM

ENTREE LIBRE

FREIER EINTRITT
FREE ADMISSION
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