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Press appointment with preview: Friday, 20 May 2022, 10 a.m.
Opening: Friday, 20 May 2022, 6 p.m.

Since four decades, Ari Marcopoulos (*1957 in Amsterdam/NL, lives in Brook-
lyn/US) has been documenting the emergence of pop cultural phenomena and
the influential figures of these movements with his camera. Meanwhile, he
has become one of the best-known figures in contemporary photography, alt-
hough this is not the only medium of his work, as the exhibition in the
Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen intends to bring to the fore.

«Upstream» is among few, and the largest solo exhibition to date, that Ari
Marcopoulos has realised in an institutional art context. Emphasis lies on
works that were created during the last two years and have never been shown
before. The exhibition at the Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen will focus primarily
on Marcopoulos' film and video production, amongst them is the video in-
stallation Alone Together (2021) — an impressive documentation of a saxo-
phone performance by Joe McPhee. The tension between the imediacy of the
music and the intangible cultural and historical references lend this video
portrait an uncanny intensity. The same tension animates Nova Scotia
(2019), a video work that captures the depth of a particular complicity
between Marcopoulos and a fellow artist and mentor. The exhibition thus
shows a little-known side of the work of Ari Marcopoulos, who also restages
sound experiments (distributed for the first time on social media as a
livestream) and presents them to the public in St.Gallen.

The exhibition was developed during the global pandemic and does not hide
it: it reflects the period of social renunciation and simultaneous with-
drawal into intimacy. However, the latter is not regretted, but rather cap-
tured as a creative state. Especially in the photo series in the first room
of the Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen, the subjective experience and perception
of the artist are witness to a collective feeling. Private scenes, nature
shots, front pages of the New York Times, portraits of his partner or other
artists are mixed in a flow of images that are both poetic and documentary.
Moreover, the photographs become examples of Ari Marcopoulos' inexhaustible
productivity, highlighting the indispensable role of this medium as a major
witness of our times.

«Upstream» is accompanied by a publication bearing the title of the exhibi-
tion and published by Roma Publications (with texts by Ari Marcopoulos,
Giovanni Carmine and Hamza Walker).



Ari Marcopoulos (*1957 in Amsterdam/NL) lives and works in Brooklyn/US.
Solo exhibitions (selection): Archive/Project Space, Pittsfield/US (2021);
galerie frank elbaz, Paris/FR (2020); Fergus McCaffrey, New York/US (2019);
galerie frank elbaz, Paris/FR (2017); Marlborough Chelsea, New York/US
(2015); V1 Gallery, Copenhagen/DK (2012); Kavi Gupta Gallery, Chicago/US
(2012); Ratio 3, San Francisco/US (2011); Foam Fotografiemuseum Amsterdam,
Amsterdam/NL (2010); Berkeley Art Museum, Berkeley/US (2009); New Orleans
Museum of Art, New Orleans/US (2008); MOMA, New York/US (2005). Group exhi-
bitions (selection): LAXART, Los Angeles/US (2021); Hugh Lane Gallery Dub-
lin, Dublin/IE (2020); Art Basel Unlimited, Basel/CH (2019); University of
New York at Albany, New York/US (2019); Pratt Institute, New York/US
(2019); Fotomuseum Winterthur, Winterthur/CH (2018); Camden Arts Centre,
London/UK (2016); Fondazione Giuliani, Rome/IT (2015); Galerie Rudolfinum,
Prague/CZ (2014); Wattis Institute, San Francisco/US (2012); Whitney Bien-
nal, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York/US (2010); Centre Culturel
Suisse, Paris/FR (2008); Kunsthaus Ziirich, Zurich/CH (2006).

Events and Educational Programme:

Opening
Friday, 20 May 2022, 6 p.m.

Guided Tour on Tuesday/Introduction for teachers
Tuesday, 24 May 2022, 6 p.m.

Art Snack

Thursday, 2 June 2022, 12.30 p.m.
Short guided tour and a snack
Admission: CHF 10/members CHF 7;
no registration required

Summer Party
Saturday, 2 July 2022, starting 6 p.m.

Guided Tour on Sunday
Sunday, 7 August 2022, 3 p.m.

Workshops for School Classes
We offer workshops in the exhibition from 25 May to 5 August 2022.
More information: www.k9000.ch (art education/workshops for school classes)

High-resolution images can be found in the press kit on our website under
the menu item 'Press'. If you have any questions, please contact Giovanni
Carmine (carmine@k9000.ch) or Céline Matter (matter@k9000.ch).

Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen is supported by Stadt St.Gallen, Kulturfdrderung Kanton St.Gallen,
Swisslos, Susanne und Martin Knechtli-Kradolfer-Stiftung, Ernst und Olga Gubler-Habliitzel
Stiftung, E. Fritz und Yvonne Hoffmann-Stiftung, Martel AG and Kulturfdrderung Appenzell
Ausserrhoden.

The educational programme is made possible by Raiffeisen.

Kunst Halle Sankt Gallen Opening times:
Davidstrasse 40 Tues to Fri 12 - 6 p.m.
CH-9000 St. Gallen Sat & Sun 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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